REGULAR MEETING
MINUTES
June 5th, 2018
​
The Towner County Commissioners met in regular session on June 5, 2018 at 8:00 a.m. in the meeting room of the county courthouse.  Chairman Doug Berg called the meeting to order.  Present were Vice Chairman David Lagein, Commissioners Mike Weisz, Ken Teubner and Scott Boe.
​
Motion to approve the agenda was made by Weisz and seconded by Lagein.  All Commissioners voted aye, motion carried.
​
Motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting was made by Lagein and seconded by Teubner.  All Commissioners voted aye, motion carried. 
​
Sheriff Kennedy stated North Star School and the City of Cando have confirmed they will each share 1/3 of the cost with the County to hire a school resource officer.  The cost will be about $20,000 per entity.  A drug enforcement push was done this week.  The County Sheriff’s department worked with the Border Patrol for 3 days in an extra effort to control drug traffic. 
​
Maintenance Supervisor Bill Voight stated the bid was awarded for the Memorial Building windows to Christopherson Construction.  Chairs at the Armory were discussed and will be ordered.  A new County vehicle was discussed.  The elevator at the Memorial Building was discussed.  Motion by Teubner, seconded by Boe to accept the bid from Legend Technical Services, Inc. to do the asbestos and lead based paint survey for the elevator.  All Commissioners voted aye.  Motion passed.  The roof at the Armory was discussed. 
​
Troy Reemtsma, Legion Commander, was on hand to inform the Commissioners of the upcoming events.  The American Legion and Hal Parker Post #79 are celebrating 100 years.  The post is planning many events including an educational flag disposal and rib dinner, a motorcycle run and gathering at the memorial bldg., as well as a big event and celebration on July 6th, 2019 which includes a parade and a street dance.
​
Denise Hanson, Public Health, stated there is a company working on tobacco signs for County buildings.  She also requested the County make all County grounds and buildings tobacco free. 
​
BRO-0048(020) was bid.  Wesslen Construction, Inc. of Washington State bid $534,071.21.  Wesslen Construction has no recent work history in North Dakota.   Gladen Construction’s bid was roughly $2,000 higher.  Matt Johnson, Wold Engineering, recommended the County go with Gladen, stating they had worked with them before, and knew they did good work. Motion by Teubner, seconded by Lagein to reject the Wesslen Construction bid and go with the 2nd higher bid of from Gladen Construction.  All Commissioners voted aye.  Motion passed. 
​
Kevin Rinas stated it has been a slow process getting gravel out.  The hauls are small to save on already damaged roads.  Frost damage to roads was discussed.    A citizen complained about the Calvin road.
​
Tax Director Bonnie Good presented an omitted property which had been approved by the County Auditor for a property in Grainfield Township.  Motion by Lagein, seconded by Boe to approve the omitted property as recommended.  All Commissioners voted aye.  Motion passed. 
​
The County Commission recessed as the County Commission and reconvened as the County Board of Equalization.   Tax Equalization Director Bonnie Good requested appeals and comments from each City.  The City of Egeland requested the County do a reassessment of the City of Egeland and bill the City over 5 years.  Motion by Lagein, seconded by Teubner to offer a contract to the City of Egeland for reassessment to be paid off over a 5 year period.  All Commissioners voted aye.  Motion passed.  Motion by Teubner, seconded by Boe to approve the valuation of the Cities. All Commissioners voted aye.  Motion passed.   Late applications for farm residence were discussed.  Motion by Boe, seconded by Weisz to accept the late completed applications.  All Commissioners voted aye.  Motion passed.  Appeals and comments were taken from each Township.  A valuation discrepancy on a residence in Howell Township was addressed.  Motion by Weisz, seconded by Boe to approve the Township valuations. All Commissioners voted aye.  Motion passed.   Motion by Boe, seconded by Teubner to approve inundated applications. All Commissioners voted aye.  Motion carried.   There is no change needed to meet the commercial and residential tolerance level.  Motion by Lagein, seconded by Weisz to accept no change to the valuations of residential and commercial valuations. All Commissioners voted aye.  Motion passed.  An increase was needed for agricultural land in order to meet the State tolerance level.  Motion by Lagein, seconded by Teubner to increase the agricultural land values by 2% in order to comply with the State tolerance level.  All Commissioners voted aye.  Motion passed.  A motion to adjourn as Board of Equalization and reconvene as County Board of Commissioners was made.  Tim Hendrickson was on hand and stated he would no longer be doing any assessing.  Chairman Berg thanked him for his years of service. 
​
The Water Board attended the Commissioners meeting and gave the Commissioners an EAP for the Bisbee Dam project.  Water assessment districts for the county were discussed.  There are several culverts that need replacement and the County doesn’t know how to pay for them.  An engineer would be asked to the next meeting to discuss the issue of setting up assessment districts for the entire County. 
​
Motion by Teubner, seconded by Boe to pay the bills.  All Commissioners voted aye.  Motion passed. 
​
A financial report and budget recommendations were given by Auditor Morlock.
​
The next meeting was set for July 10, 2018.  
  
The meeting adjourned by motion.
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_______________________________                                               _________________________________
Joni M. Morlock                                                                              Doug Berg, Chairman
Towner County Auditor/Treasurer                                               Towner County Board of Commissioners
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