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TOWNER COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
REGULAR MEETING
MINUTES
July 6, 2022

The Towner County Commissioners met in regular session on July 6, 2022 at 8:00 a.m. in the meeting room of the county courthouse.  Chairman Doug Berg called the meeting to order.  Present were Vice Chairman David Lagein, Commissioners Matt Odermann, Bob Hallaway and Lance Teubner.
Motion to approve the agenda was made by Odermann and seconded by Lagein.  All Commissioners voted aye, motion carried.
Motion to approve the minutes of the June 7, 2022 regular meeting was made by Teubner and seconded by Hallaway.  All Commissioners voted aye, motion carried.  
Sheriff Hillier stated the camera grant had been approved.  He was waiting to hear on the metal detector grant. Hillier stated all but one vehicle in a string of vehicle thefts had been recovered.  So far, six juveniles had been linked to the thefts.  Hillier stated he had 3 extra officers for the weekend of the Corday fund raiser.  
County roads were discussed with Road Supervisor Kevin Rinas.  Bids were opened for a new blade.  There was one bid from Butler Machinery Co. for $421,199.60.  Motion by Lagein, seconded Hallaway to purchase the blade at the bid price.  Upon roll call vote, all Commissioners voted aye.  Motion passed.  Motion by Odermann, seconded by Hallaway to order a snow wing for the blade at a cost of $25,205.  Upon roll call vote, all Commissioners voted aye.  Motion passed.  The estimated arrival date for the blade and wing is July of 2023.  
Mike Britain, County Parks, was on hand to update the Commissioners on County park activities.  The Commissioners told Britain to order 16 more feet of dock for Snyder’s Lake.  
Emergency Manager Lori Beck stated Cavalier County wants to increase the Towner County contract.  A plan was put into place to gradually (over 3 years) increase the contract to a total of 10% of Cavalier County’s administrative costs.  
Motion by Odermann, seconded by Teubner to support the water tower repair project for the City of Bisbee.  All Commissioners voted aye.  Motion passed.  
Motion by Lagein, seconded by Odermann to pay the bills.  Upon roll call vote, all Commissioners voted aye. Motion passed.  
Motion by Odermann, seconded by Hallaway to approve a contract with the City of Cando to perform tax assessing duties for the City of Cando.  All Commissioners voted aye.  Motion passed.  
The 2019-2020 audit report was reviewed and discussed.  Motion by Lagein, seconded by Odermann to approve the 2019-2020 audit report.  All Commissioners voted aye.  Motion passed.
The missing applications for absentee voters were discussed.  The County Auditor mailed the applications to active voters in April, but people in the Bisbee, Egeland and Rock Lake precincts did not receive them.    Vote by mail was discussed.  In November the County Auditor will mail applications to active voters in the Bisbee, Egeland and Rock Lake precincts again.
Budget and salaries were discussed.  The Sheriff was called down to discuss some of his budget items.  Motion by Hallaway, seconded Odermann to increase wages by 5% for 2023.  All Commissioners voted aye.  Motion passed.  Using surplus general funds were discussed.  Possibilities included courthouse structural repairs, handicapped accessibility of the courthouse, and paying off equipment.  
The next meeting was set for August 2, 2023.    
The meeting adjourned by motion.
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