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TOWNER COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
REGULAR MEETING
MINUTES
June 7, 2022

The Towner County Commissioners met in regular session on June 7, 2022 at 8:00 a.m. in the meeting room of the county courthouse.  Chairman Doug Berg called the meeting to order.  Present were Vice Chairman David Lagein, Commissioners Matt Odermann, Bob Hallaway and Lance Teubner.
Motion to approve the agenda was made by Odermann and seconded by Hallaway.  All Commissioners voted aye, motion carried.
Motion to approve the minutes of the May 3, 2022 regular meeting was made by Odermann and seconded by Lagein.  All Commissioners voted aye, motion carried.  
Motion to approve the April bills was made by Lagein and seconded by Odermann.  Upon roll call vote, all Commissioners voted aye.  Motion passed.  
Sheriff Hillier stated the Sheriff’s department was working on grants, drug patch and scram bracelet training. 
Maintenance Supervisor Bill Voight stated the heat pump at the Armory should be installed this week, except for the electrical hookup.  The courthouse window project will start next week.  Voight stated a cast iron pipe in the Memorial Building was leaking and had been fixed.  The building committee had met with ICON Engineering to discuss courthouse building issues.  ICON stated the main issues are with the foundation, but the building is in good shape structurally.  Tuck pointing wasn’t done properly, so water is permeating the foundation.  ICON Engineering will present a cost estimate to fix the foundation.
Kevin Walford, Butler Equipment, presented an extended warranty for the County’s tractor.  The warranty was discussed and there was a motion by Hallaway, seconded by Odermann to purchase the warranty for $2,019 for an additional 36 months.  All Commissioners vote aye. Motion passed.  Walford discussed a new blade with the Commissioners stating if ordered now, would take about a year to receive.   Motion by Odermann, seconded by Teubner to advertise for new a blade.  All Commissioners vote aye.  Motion passed.  
Paul Bjornson, KLJ, went over Prairie Dog Funds stating that the buckets looked on schedule to fill this biennium and Counties would receive funding.  If buckets fill completely, Towner County would receive almost 1.2 million additional funding for road projects.  Reviewing shop drawings for BRO-0048(022) was discussed.  Wold Engineering was going to charge for the review.  Bjornson stated this was normal industry procedure, as the review was expected to be included as part of the Construction Engineering.  A spec regarding the size of the waterproof membrane on the Bridge project was discussed.  Commissioners requested that Bjornson work with NDDOT and contractor to resize the membrane to 24 inches which is the current industry standard.  The specs on the project state 12 inches. 
A farmland rental agreement with Kevin Hettwer was discussed.  Motion by Odermann, seconded by Lagein to raise the rate to $40 per acre.  All Commissioners voted aye.  Motion passed.  Motion to approve a utility permit for Northern Plains Electric to cross a County road by Lagein, and seconded by Odermann. All Commissioners voted aye.  Motion passed.   Motion to approve a contract with Mikkelsen Aggregates, LLC for bridge project BRO-0048(022), structure replacements near Perth by Lagein, and seconded by Teubner.  All Commissioners voted aye.  Motion passed.  
Motion to approve the May bills by Odermann, and seconded by Hallaway.  Upon roll Call all voted aye. Motion passed. 
Motion to adjourn as the County Board of Commissioners and reconvene as the County Board of Tax Equalization.  Tax Equalization Director Sheri Leas discussed a manual level and depreciation level increase to get the residential ratio of 90.2 % which is over the 90% ratio required by the state.  Several changes were needed for the commercial ratio including manual level, depreciation level and map factor changes were made to increase the ratio of the Commercial projects to 90.8%.  Leas went over the notable changes to the County with the Commissioners.  Motion to approve a 2.4 % increase for residential property by Lagein, and seconded by Hallaway.  All commissioners voted aye.  Motion passed.  Commercial properties were discussed.  Citizens were on hand to contest some Commercial values.  Motion to approve a 4.7% increase for Commercial properties by Odermann, and seconded by Teubner.  All commissioners voted aye.  Motion passed.  Agricultural values remain unchanged.  Motion by Odermann, seconded by Hallaway to accept the late farm resident exemption applications.  All commissioners voted aye.  Motion passed.  Motion to approve inundated property as recommended by Leas by Hallaway, and seconded by Odermann.  All commissioners voted aye.  Motion passed.  Motion to adjourn as the Towner County Board of Equalization and reconvene as the Towner County Board of Commissioners.  
A contract to assess property for the City of Cando was discussed. The Commissioners decided on a rate of 20 percent of costs associated with the assessor’s office plus $50 per parcel actually assessed would be a fair rate.  There would be a cap placed on how many parcels the County would assess so the City could budget a set amount.  Auditor Morlock will go to the City with the proposal before drawing up the contract. 
There was a motion to table the Audit Report until the next meeting.  
The next meeting was set for July 6th.    
The meeting adjourned by motion.
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